
September 2013 

Rhode Island County   

Office 

60 Quaker Lane Suite 49 

Warwick, RI 02886 

 

Hours  

Monday-Friday 

8:00 am-4:30 pm 

 

Phone 

401-828-3120 Option 2 

Or 1-800-551-5144 

Farm Loan: Option 3 

Fax: 401-821-0780 

 

County Committee  

Doreen Pezza-Chairperson 

Gilbert W Rathbun Jr.-Vice 

Chairperson  

Victor Hoogendoorn-Member 

Joseph Silveira-Member 

Lauri Roberts-Member 

 

 

County Office Staff 

Ingrid Fratantuono, CED 

Anne Belleville, PT 

Leila Naylor, PT 

Sheryl Michener, PT 

 

Farm Loan Staff 

Roxanne Boisse, FLM 

Sandra Steere-Loring, FLA 

 

Next County Committee  

Meeting:  

October 2, 2013 at 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

Rhode Island County FSA Updates 

 

This summer is coming to a close and fall 

is about to begin.  At the office we are 

working with producers who suffered 

crop losses due to the excessive moisture 

and precipitation that occurred during the 

month of June.  We continue to wrap up 

DCP in order to get payments out timely 

in October and prepare for the next fiscal 

year.  

 

Hope your harvests continues to be plen-

tiful. 

 

Rhode Island County Office Staff 

 

2013 County Committee Elections 

 

The election of agricultural producers to 

the Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 

committees is important to all farmers 

and ranchers.  It is crucial that every eligi-

ble producer participate in these elections 

because FSA county committees are a link 

between the agricultural community and 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   

 

County Committee (COC) members are a 

critical component of FSA opera-

tions.  The intent is to have the COC re-

flect the makeup of the producers and 

represent all constituents.  This means 

that minorities, women or lower income 

producers need to be on the committee 

to speak for underrepresented groups.   

 

County Committee election ballots will 

be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 4, 

2013.  The last day to return completed 

ballots to the USDA Service Center is Dec. 

2, 2013.   

Emergency Farm Loans 

 

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) pro-

vides emergency loans to help producers 

recover from production and physical loss-

es due to drought, flooding, other natural 

disasters, or quarantine.  

 

Loan Uses  

 

Emergency loan funds may be used to:  

·    Restore or replace essential property;  

·    Pay all or part of production costs asso-

ciated with the disaster year;  

·    Pay essential family living expenses;  

·    Reorganize the farming operation; and  

·    Refinance certain debts.  

 

Further information and applications for 

the loan programs described are available 

at local FSA county offices.  

 

NAP Loss Filing 

 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to 

report failed acreage and prevented plant-

ing and may be completed by any produc-

er with an interest in the crop. Timely fil-

ing a Notice of Loss is required for all 

crops including grasses. For losses on crops 

covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 

Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insur-

ance, you must file a CCC-576 (Notice of 

Loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 

days of the occurrence of the disaster or 

when losses become apparent.  

 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage 

report and CCC-576 must be filed within 

15 calendar days of the final planting date 

for the crop 



Disaster Assistance 

 

The Farm Service Agency would like to remind crop and 

livestock producers that have recently experienced severe 

damage from flooding, wildfires and tornadoes that FSA 

programs exist to aid producers.   

 

We encourage all who have suffered a disaster due to the 

recent severe weather conditions to read the fact sheets 

and visit their local FSA county office so they get a quick 

start in the recovery process.  

 

Fact sheets for all of these programs can be found at the 

disaster assistance program page http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing  

 

Microloan Program 

 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan 

program to better serve the unique financial operating 

needs of beginning, niche and small family farm opera-

tions.    

 

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers 

with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a 

streamlined application process built to fit the needs of 

new and smaller producers.  This loan program will also 

be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of 

community supported agriculture (CSA).    

 

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of 

$35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 

houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irri-

gation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, 

land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As fi-

nancing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular 

operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 

or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s 

Guaranteed Loan Program.  

 

Individuals interested in applying for a microloan or 

would like to discuss other farm loan programs available, 

should contact the local FSA office to setup an appoint-

ment with a Loan Approval Official.   

Guaranteed Loan Program 

 

The Farm Service Agency loan limit for the Guaranteed 

Loan Program has increased to $1,302,000. The limit is ad-

justed annually based on data compiled by the National 

Agricultural Statistics Service.   

 

The lending limit increases every year according to an infla-

tion index. The maximum combined guaranteed and direct 

farm loan indebtedness has increased to $1,602,000.   

 

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged 

on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans is 

1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan. 

 

Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices 

with questions about farm loans 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-

9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing

